
Family Fun Events

Participants, families, staff and children came together recently for a fantastic morning of fun,
connection and community at Somerville's Family Fun Day, held at the beautiful Jingili Water
Gardens.

A special thank you to everyone who attended, volunteered, assisted with planning and helped
make the event such a success. Your support and enthusiasm helped create a welcoming and
memorable day for all involved.
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Our Katherine Family Fun Day brought together participants, families and staff for an
afternoon of connection, fun and community.

A big thank you to our Katherine team, volunteers and everyone who attended for helping
make the day such a wonderful success.



Biggest Morning Tea
A big thank you to everyone who helped make this year's Australia's Biggest Morning Tea such a
wonderful success across Darwin, Katherine and Alice Springs.

The events brought together participants, staff and teams from across Somerville to enjoy
delicious treats, meaningful conversations and plenty of smiles, all while supporting an important
cause and raising funds for Cancer Council Australia.

We were especially proud to see so many participants get involved by baking cakes, slices,
biscuits and other homemade goodies. Their creativity, enthusiasm and generosity helped make
the day extra special and showcased the wonderful talents within our communities.

Beyond the fundraising, the morning teas provided a valuable opportunity for people to connect,
share stories and enjoy time together in a welcoming and inclusive environment.

Thank you to everyone who attended, donated, baked, volunteered and contributed to the
success of the events. Your support helped create a memorable day while making a positive
difference for an important cause.



Manager’s Planning Day

Recently, Somerville's Executive Team and senior leaders
came together for a strategic planning session focused on
shaping the future of our organisation.

The session provided an opportunity to review our progress,
reflect on our achievements, and discuss priorities for the
year ahead. Guided by Somerville's Strategic Plan,
conversations focused on strengthening the services we
provide, supporting our workforce, enhancing community
impact, and ensuring we continue to meet the evolving
needs of the people we support across the Northern
Territory.

Bass in the Grass

Experiences like Bass in the Grass play an
important role in supporting social inclusion,
community participation and personal
wellbeing. They provide opportunities for
people to explore new interests, build
confidence, strengthen friendships and create
lasting memories.

Some of our participants recently attended
Bass in the Grass, enjoying one of the
Northern Territory's most popular music
festivals alongside friends and support staff.
The day was filled with live music, laughter,
connection and plenty of memorable
moments. 
Participants had the opportunity to
experience the excitement of a major
community event, enjoy performances from
their favourite artists, and be part of the
vibrant festival atmosphere.

A special thank you to our dedicated staff
who supported participants throughout the
day and helped make the experience safe,
enjoyable and meaningful for everyone
involved.

These discussions are an important part of ensuring Somerville remains a strong, sustainable
and forward-thinking organisation, while staying true to our purpose of supporting Territorians
to live the life they choose.
Thank you to everyone who contributed their ideas, insights and expertise throughout the
session. Your commitment helps shape the future direction of Somerville and the positive
outcomes we strive to achieve for participants, families, communities and each other.



Connecting with the Community 
at the Darwin Disability Expo

The Somerville team was proud to attend this year's Darwin Disability Expo, joining service
providers, participants, families, carers and community members from across the Northern
Territory.

The expo provided a valuable opportunity to connect with people, share information about our
services, and learn more about the goals, aspirations and support needs of the communities
we serve. Throughout the day, our team had many meaningful conversations and welcomed the
chance to showcase the work Somerville does to support people to live the life they choose.

Events like the Darwin Disability Expo play an important role in promoting inclusion, raising
awareness of available supports, and helping people connect with services and opportunities
within their community.

Thank you to everyone who visited our stall, shared their stories, asked questions and took the
time to connect with our team. We look forward to continuing these conversations and
supporting Territorians across our communities.



Somerville Stars

Piyush Shandilya (Graduate Accountant) has gone above and beyond
his usual responsibilities during March and April, providing essential
support while Winnie and Bish were on leave and the payroll position
was vacant. His contribution helped ensure payroll operations
continued smoothly during a critical period, maintaining continuity
and stability across the team.

Julie and Ren have provided exceptional support by taking on additional
caseloads during staff vacancies and leave periods. Their efforts have
ensured continuity of care for participants and maintained service quality
during a busy time. Their willingness to step in and assist has
strengthened team responsiveness and reflects strong commitment and
teamwork.

Julie Malcampo & Serenity Trewin

Piyush Shandilya
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Participant Birthdays
This month, we celebrated Jack and Madi’s
birthdays, surrounded by great food, plenty of
laughter, and many special moments. The
celebrations were shared with family, friends, and
support teams, making it a warm and memorable
occasion filled with connection, joy, and
appreciation for everyone who came together to
mark the day.

Margaret Somerville Staff
Awards Night 2026

The countdown is on!

Join us on Friday, 28 August at the Grand Ballroom, Mindil
Beach Casino Resort, to celebrate the dedication,
achievements, and outstanding contributions of our staff.
The evening will include the prestigious Margaret Somerville
Award, staff milestone recognitions, and a celebration of the
people who make Somerville special.

Bookings close Friday, 31 July secure your place now. 
We look forward to celebrating with you!



Billy Kenda

A Luritja/Pitjantjatjara man from Jay Creek, Billy
has been painting with Bindi Mwerre Anthurre
Artists since 2004. His artwork reflects the
landscapes, stories and culture of Central
Australia and continues to bring colour and
connection to the community.

We are incredibly proud to see Billy's talent
recognised and shared in such a prominent
public space. Congratulations, Billy! 

Message from our Chaplain

At Somerville, we love celebrating the talents and achievements
of the people we support.

One of our participants, Billy Tjampijinpa Kenda, is the artist
behind the colourful mural All them Tourists goin' to look at
Countryside on the riverside walls of the Alice Springs Public
Library.

Each morning I love to scroll through “Engage “ with my
cup of coffee as I enjoy the extraordinary energy that is
portrayed by so many wonderful pictures of our
participants enjoying their day. Activities being enjoyed
across a range of sights and sounds, games and chores,
interactions and friendships as those working in
Somerville Houses seek to make each day meaningful
and productive. 

Laughter often jumps off the page, new achievements
captured as chores around the houses and beyond help
participants take responsibility for their surrounds with
the everyday necessities of life! Petting the horses, walks
in gorges, parks and along the waterfront, visits to the
pool, the gym, the beach – cups of coffee, tea parties
and sometimes hanging out together with friends! 

Love jumps out of the images -being present in the
moment and making the most of everyday is such a gift
for all of us. 

I leave you with a blessing from Irish poet - John
O’Donohue! 

 May the nourishment of the earth be yours, may the clarity of light be yours, may the fluency
of the ocean be yours, may the protection of the ancestors be yours. And so may a slow wind
work these words of love around you, an invisible cloak to mind your life. 

May God bless you!

Pastor Sarah Pollitt - Chaplain
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