
Staff Awards Night
Our Somerville Staff Awards Night was a wonderful opportunity to come together and
celebrate the people who make our organisation what it is.

Held at Mindil Beach Casino Resort, the evening recognised staff achievements, Years of
Service milestones and the many ways our teams contribute to the lives of the people we
support across the Northern Territory. While the event was primarily for our Darwin teams, we
were also pleased to be joined by colleagues from Katherine and Alice Springs.

A special congratulations to Paige Leroux, who was named the recipient of the 2026 Margaret
Somerville Award, recognising her outstanding contribution and commitment to Somerville’s
mission, vision and values.

We also celebrated our award finalists and colleagues reaching 3, 5, 10 and 15 years of service,
acknowledging the dedication, professionalism and care they continue to bring to Somerville.
Thank you to everyone who joined us and helped make the evening such a memorable
celebration of our people.

We look forward to celebrating the achievements of our teams in Alice Springs and Katherine
later this year.
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Five New SDA Homes
Underway in Alice Springs

An exciting milestone for Somerville Housing was recently celebrated in Alice Springs, with
construction commencing on five new SDA homes.

The homes will increase access to high-quality, accessible housing, supporting people with
disability to live with greater independence, choice and dignity.

Government representatives, project partners AsBuild NT and Susan Dugdale & Associates,
along with Somerville Housing Board members and staff, gathered to mark the occasion.

Construction is now underway, and we look forward to sharing updates as the five homes take
shape in the coming months.

National Speech Pathology
Conference

Somerville was proudly represented at the Speech Pathology Australia National Conference
2026 on the Gold Coast, where General Manager Disability Services Amy Southwood co-
presented research on improving oral narrative assessment for school-aged children.
Conducted in the Northern Territory with speech pathologists and Charles Darwin University,
the research established local benchmarks to support better assessment, goal setting and
educational planning.

The conference also celebrated Somerville’s partnership with Charles Darwin University,
delivering telepractice speech pathology clinics across the NT and improving access to allied
health services in rural and remote communities.

Congratulations to Amy and everyone involved, and thank you to Charles Darwin University for
recognising this important partnership. Together, research and collaboration are helping deliver
better outcomes for Territorians.



Participant Family
Guardian

It was wonderful to welcome participants, families and guardians from Darwin to our annual
Participants & Family Guardians Evening at Jingili Water Gardens.

The evening was a relaxed opportunity to come together, share a meal, catch up and strengthen
the relationships that are so important to the way Somerville works.

We value the voices of participants, families and guardians, and events like this give us an
opportunity to listen, connect and spend time together outside of the usual day-to-day.

Thank you to everyone who joined us and helped make the evening such an enjoyable occasion.
We look forward to continuing to create opportunities for participants, families and guardians to
connect across Somerville’s regions.



Somerville Sunday
Somerville Sunday was a meaningful opportunity
to come together at Palmerston Uniting Church,
reflect on our history and reconnect with the
values that continue to guide our organisation.

Somerville has a longstanding relationship with
the Uniting Church, and this annual occasion
provides an important opportunity to recognise
that shared history and the strong sense of
service, compassion and community that has
shaped Somerville over many years.

It was wonderful to spend time with members
of the Palmerston Uniting Church, Somerville
staff, Board members and supporters, and to
reflect on the enduring relationships that
continue to strengthen our organisation.

Thank you to everyone who joined us for this
year’s Somerville Sunday and helped make it
such a special occasion.

Disability Expo
Alice Springs
Somerville was proud to take part in the Alice Springs
Disability Expo, connecting with people with disability,
families, carers, support workers and organisations from
across Central Australia.

The Expo was a valuable opportunity to share information
about our services, meet new people and strengthen
relationships with others working to support greater choice,
independence and inclusion.

Celebrating Achievements
beyond the workplace

Congratulations to Meg, Alyssa and Natasha on
their recent running achievements.

Meg finished as the third female overall in the
Darwin Half Marathon with a time of 1 hour 42
minutes, while Alyssa completed the event after
signing up just four days beforehand.

Our Natasha, also completed the full 42.2 km
Cairns Marathon.

A fantastic effort from all three and a great
example of determination, resilience and
commitment.



Alice Springs Show
Somerville was pleased to take part in this year’s Alice Springs Show,
connecting with participants, families, carers and members of the
wider Central Australian community.

Our team enjoyed speaking with visitors, sharing information about
Somerville’s services and building new connections throughout the
day.

Community events like the Alice Springs Show are an important
opportunity for us to be visible, accessible and engaged with the
communities we support, while also celebrating the relationships that
make our work possible.

Thank you to everyone who visited the Somerville stall and stopped
by for a chat, and to our Alice Springs team for representing
Somerville so warmly throughout the event.

Katherine Show
Somerville was pleased to once again be part of the Katherine
Show, connecting with participants, families, carers and members
of the wider Katherine community.

Our team enjoyed welcoming visitors to the Somerville stall, sharing
information about our services, catching up with familiar faces and
making new connections across the region. It was also wonderful to
see many of our participants out enjoying the attractions,
entertainment and community atmosphere of the Show.

Events like this give Somerville an important opportunity to
strengthen local relationships, promote inclusion and remain
connected with the communities we support across the Northern
Territory.

Thank you to everyone who stopped by to say hello, and a special
thank you to our Katherine team for representing Somerville and
helping make our involvement in the Show a success.



Celebrating NAIDOC Week 
NAIDOC Week 2026 was a meaningful week of connection, learning and celebration across
Somerville, recognising the histories, cultures and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples.

This year’s theme, “50 Years of Deadly,” celebrated the strength and resilience of First Nations
peoples and those who have kept culture strong across generations.
Across the Territory, teams marked the week in different ways. In Katherine, participants
enjoyed a Family Fun Day and learnt about local bush tucker with Manuel and his family from
Dalabon, sharing stories while making damper and cooking barramundi and kangaroo tail.

In Darwin, participants and staff attended a screening of Croker Island Exodus at the
Deckchair Cinema. The documentary has a special connection to Somerville, telling the
remarkable story of our founder, Margaret Somerville, and the 95 Aboriginal children who
travelled from Croker Island during World War II.

At Sanctuary Lakes in Palmerston, staff and participants gathered for a community BBQ to
connect, share conversations and celebrate First Nations cultures, joined by CJ from the
Somerville Community Services Board.

Thank you to everyone who took part and helped create opportunities for learning, reflection
and connection throughout the week.



Congratulations to Annette, General Manager, who recently
joined CPA Australia NT’s Meet the CPA: Guest Series as a
guest speaker.

The session was streamed to more than 400 viewers
worldwide, giving Annette the opportunity to share her
leadership journey and highlight Somerville’s work supporting
people with disability across the Northern Territory.

CPA Australia Guest Series

COS Team Builds on
Person-Centred Planning
Members of our Coordination of Supports (COS)
team recently participated in a PATH (Planning
Alternative Tomorrows with Hope) planning session,
facilitated by Inclusion Northern Territory.

PATH is a person-centred planning approach that
supports people to explore their strengths,
aspirations and future goals, while identifying
practical steps to help turn those goals into action.

For our COS team, the session provided a valuable
opportunity to strengthen approaches to Support
Coordination, planning and goal setting, and to
reflect on how we can continue working alongside
participants to build plans that are meaningful,
achievable and driven by individual choice.

The session also reinforced the important role our
COS team plays in helping participants navigate
supports, connect with services and make informed
decisions about the outcomes they want to
achieve.

Thank you to Inclusion Northern Territory for
facilitating such an engaging and valuable session,
and to our COS team for continuing to build their
skills and strengthen person-centred practice
across Somerville.



Participant Birthdays

Somerville Stars

Umesh started with Somerville as a DSW earlier this year and has settled
in well, extremely reliable, with a great positive attitude and eagerness to
learn. He has already made a positive impact on the team and
participants he supports

Umesh Pandey

This newsletter, we’re celebrating Thomas’s
birthday and Fabian’s very special 60th
birthday! 

We hope you both had wonderful days
filled with joy, laughter, and plenty of
celebration surrounded by friends and
support workers.

A big thank you to everyone who helped
make these occasions so special. 

Wishing Thomas and Fabian a very happy
birthday and many more wonderful
celebrations to come! Great work,
everyone!

Ju ly

Staff Birthdays
Our Darwin and Palmerston teams came together to celebrate some
special staff birthdays.

A very happy birthday to Lily Kenny, Awais Mahmood, Com Mu and
Melissa Gillis.

It was a lovely chance for colleagues to take a
break, share some cake and celebrate
together.

We hope Lily, Awais, Com and Melissa all had a
wonderful birthday, and we wish them a
fantastic year ahead.
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